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THE ORIGINS OF ISRAEL: TWO VIEWS 


By Rev. J. J. W. MURPHY, C.SS.R. 


IMISE AND FULFILMENT by Arthur Koestler. 


_and Trial and Errer by Dr. Chaim Weizmann are, 


- ‘E think, the first two books about Palestine published. . 
since the British Mandate ended there at midnight of 14th’ 


It is safe to predict that, before long, there will: 
be many others; that they will express many ara 


May, 1948. 


opinions ; ; and that most of them will be written by Zionists. 
That is according to the established pattern. It indicates a: 
dificulty that faces anybody who is. genuinely rpatial 
about Palestine and who wants to preserve impartiality m- 
writing about it. The Zionist side of the case. has all the: 


resources of modern propaganda at its disposal and uses: SF 


them skilfully. The Arab side is weak in such resources: 


and Jacks skill i in ‘using what it has. So, in order 1 to. pared S 


the Arab case himself and to point out much - 


in the voluminous Zionist presentation. ee wa 


writer is pro-Arab and 


AL ‘tra, ‘thecetoe, that it may not be out of place for’ 
ne to declan omy. personal attitude towards the Palestine 
dextion ‘before. offering my comments on these two books. . 

_ Thave seen it on the spot in terms of flesh and blood — 


AN the Avah Palestine theref fools . himeelf under am overwhelming. 
phi bof =e of the work. . > 


sor fs mows abtle and determined coponenin of the 7 
ATE - Be. Wormann saya ‘ Be wae everyone's friend.” 
chalet rhaabenyenen of the Jews. ~yapormty 

ak hien ‘thet his impartiality woudd be a 
pt ‘that be favoured the other 
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That Mr. Koestler was in a hurry to write his book and 

did not take time to verify his facts would seem to be the 
best explanation of his many mis-statements. He was not 
in Palestine when most of the events happened about which 
he writes.. He tells us in his preface that he lived there 
from the age of twenty to twenty-three and has, since then, 
revisited it ‘ at fairly regular intervals’ of five or ten years 
from 1926 to 19438—his last visit being in the first week of 
June, 1948, while British forces were still in Haifa. During 
that time he visited Ein Hashofet, the collective settlement 
near Haifa which had served as a model for his Zionist 
propaganda-novel Thieves in the Night. He tells us that 
he got ‘an icy reception; in the communal Dining Hall all 
the familiar characters avoided our table. I had thought 
that in the novel they were rather idealized ; now I began 
to ‘feel. like the murderer revisiting the scene of his crime.”! 
wos people in Palestine could have told him that his visit 
to “Ein: “Hashofet would not be a success. The ‘ familiar 
haracters,” whom he thought he had idealized in his novel, 


aght that: they bad been deliberately misrepresented in. 


it for the: ‘benefit. of Mr. Koestler’s political friends, and as 
“e I knew. the: great majority of Palestine Jews agreed 


| is ineident-—about which, as always, Mr. Koestler is 
sche udably: frank-—is worth noting as an indication of his 
ity to write history according to. the method which 
~ alopted. He calls it in his preface a ‘ psycho-sdématic ’ 
etd Which, . > while underlining the psychological factor, 

— ude deny. or minimize the importance of politico- 
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Ste te an problem was never serious, and was quickly a ‘ 
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¢ Coniniseton, for which the Commission takes no respon- 


hity; rather does its comment suggest that this part of 
he Zionist: case was exaggerated. 


. Another serious misrepresentation of official records is on 


nce neg is trying to show that the landless 


dispossessed by Jewish land policy, ‘was more a 
political 


Slogan than : reality. The Palestine Government. 
| mgt it was a reality. After the report of the Shaw 


and that of Sir John Hope-Simpson on the 


whe Says that up to 1936 only 664 landless Arabs. - 
tay heer for new Jand; in 1986 only 9; in: 


$ 


after that there were none. These fig ee 


omits to mform his readers that over 3,000 


thetasd ted down, Arabs applied, and that their applications were 
~ ay With the few exceptions he mentions, not 
Were all bogus, ‘but “because the Government 

hed ch a its scheme six categories of Arabs who 
a The Peel Co land to. Jews or had it sold over their 

. Commission considered some of the grounds 

; iy, ~ unduly restrictive’ . Some restriction was 
dy ews many Arabs would have sold their new 


nde pacotiaaterad piace aN 
‘they had to be p ke 


- But to say: that the probter 
kor Arab * "ws snore politcal slogan tha 


“to save Jews from ie Nazi sonetoeser ke in iting 4 iV y bring 
g@ them to Palestine; being thwarted by the callous polly: 
ce the “White Paper,’ issued by the British Government, B . 
1989, in. order Boe placate the: Arabs: by drastic of 
Jewish tnmigration. © The ‘climax of the heart -rending story, 
" Keeetiee was the mass-suicide ‘of the Jews. 

et y Patria, “who: blew up themselves and theit 
ghsvery harbour on S5th ‘November, 1940, when refi 
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the, Jewish ieee is that it subordinates humanitarian 
: sal advantage while it continues to appeal to 
-of the world on purely humanitarian grounds. 
quote. Dr ‘Weltsch again : . . disagreement with Mr. - 
vestler should ‘not be mistaken for vindication of British 
liey."? I certainly should not like the task of vindicating 
itish policy in Palestine, either in principle or im detail, oo 
t its faults, which were many, did not appear to me as 
ae described by Mr. Koestler. His chapter-heading, on 
thn Bull's Other Ireland’ will attract Irish readers, and 
24 will enjoy. reading it, but it is important for them, ~~ 
oe “Wout the truth about Palestine, to remember that =~ 
* was not in Palestine when. any of the events, 
bed by him, took place. 7 ae. ae 
y told by him on page 264 may be. worth: quoting 
ata vt he had arrived in Palestine a young Jew ‘ told - 
al stories. about . British. intrigues which» ‘sounded 
z devi the “unconvincing. Bat. then. if you. ‘know. that >. 
si ean you try. to prove it the more w 
ill eae if found ; in. the end,. to. prove. the truth. 
i. do. not think that. Mr. Koesti 
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A lot of it, of course, is hearsay and pointing of the coord 
but it contained the first account that I saw in print of what 
happened in Palestine during those historic weeks. that 
decided the fate of the State of Israel, as related by same 
the Jews who planned and fought for it. Naturally th 
account is one-sided, but as much of it as is ‘raphael 
‘geems reliable,-at least as far as I have been able to check is 
Certainly it is on the whole more reliable than ‘Book Onts 
which was written as I have already described ; but thst i 
“not claiming much for it. 
> The chapter in. ‘ Book Three,’ entitled ‘ The _ posited 
: ‘Structure of Israel,’-will not, I fear, be studied by the majo™) 
“of Mr.: Koestler’s readers. The political structure of Israe 
js a complicated building. ‘There were a dozen polities 
“parties when I was in Palestine, ranging from Extreme ee 
to Extreme Left with Religious somewhere between. 
“have been added since - ‘then, when the Irgun. Zwei tes 
“and: the Stern Gang came ‘up from * underground * £0 

Soa Wotes.. ‘The ‘E.Z.L,’ did not do too badly with fourteen. a 
é “/ gut of a total of 120; ‘Stern: Get < one pA Mr. Koestier. be 
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have been an active member of it, had he lived, but he died 
in 1940 organizing a Jewish international force to fight 
against the Nazis. More than once in Palestine I thought 
I could see a strong family resemblance between Jabotmsky’s 
spititual heirs and the Nazis. Others, both Jews and British, 
said they saw it too. Mir. Koestler claims that ‘ almost every 
point of Jabotinsky’s programme has either been implemented 
by official Zionism or vindicated by the trend of events’ 


| {p-801). Both these statements would be challenged by the 


great: majority in Israel to-day, if the election results, above 
quoted, are any indication. It is thus clear that Mr. Koestler 
thinks politically with a minority. His thinking may be 
better than that of others; the exaggerated nationalism and 
ract-worship characteristic of the Nazis may be the logical 
conclusion and nemesis of political Zionism. He asked a 
Jewish wounded soldier in Haifa, ‘Do you really believe 
the Irgun are fascists?” ‘ Of course they are. . . . You 
have only to look at them. They are the type’ (p. 196). 
Of course Mr. Koestler did not agree, but if he is right about 
Jabotinsky, and if the majority of Israelis are also right about 
Jabotinsky’s heirs, the Irgun Zwei Leumi (now the ‘ Freedom 


Party’), the future of Israel will not be what its 
labour-Party rulers hope. 
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__Mr. Koestler is almost certainly right about the political 
muetice of religion in Israel. ‘The “ Religious Bloc” is 
= foree composed of not less than five different religious 
Parties, including the Partyless Orthodox Women’s Party’=a 
‘Tew ‘thing in Israel, surely! Tt has only sixteen seats in 5 - 
Jstiament, but this small number is important when the ~ 
“Mtastic multiplication of parties makes a coalition the only’ 
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but bloodless secular revolution’ will make a clean swe? 
of political relations between the State and the Synagog® 
Having lived for seven months in friendly contaet with! 
large and fervently religious Jewish community in Tripol- 


and those who are not, and I agree with Mr. Koestler is 
putting the great majority of Israelis in the latter clas 
_ There is a small body of Jews in Palestine who live only iar 
their religion, but most of the rabbis seem to put their ins 


in politics rather than in prayer, since the rebuilding of 2 
began to look likely to come by human means. 


One of the collection of essays, which forms * Book 
oi. Three,’ is on the rebirth of the Hebrew language. Irs 
. m. : e . Teaders will be. disappointed that Mr. Koestler has litt 
, “fo say about it. What he says is not sympathetic. 
“only: point. of practical interest which he makes, is that 
“alphabet should: be latinized. Still, what he says is wort 
ora” if only for its brief history of the movement i 
.tiitake Hebrew, after being a dead language for over 
Fe _ thousand pe the ho language of a thoroughly mode? 
oe . co Wt was, ‘of ‘course, a sheer necessitY to 
a al for ali the tribes, tongues, and 
" astions ‘of Sore who, tame pouring into Palestine since 191 
i wi: the: tongue: am which he was born, as they art 
So  eeertbed. mM. the Acts of the Apostles. But the decision th 
on Sangunge shoaki. be Hebrew can only be cot 
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should be reminded, by being faced with dark questions hke 
these, that the Jewish problem is no mere matter of this 
world only. In the course of 1950, Mr. Koestler formally 


: 
accepted the consequence of his opinion and announced that 


he no longer considered himself a Jew. 


Promise and Fulfilment wilt be read with imterest and 
with profit by all who know the main facts of Palestine’s 
recent history, and who are therefore in a position to know 


when Mr. Koestler departs from these facts. It will be read 
with interest by many others. 


J. J. W. Murrny. 
1Ta be concluded. 
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